

ADOPTED 5/15/19


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Becton, Morgan and Newby: 

RESOLUTION 2019-302-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING BISHOP LEOFRIC THOMAS, SR. ON HIS 20 YEARS AS FOUNDER AND PASTOR OF JACKSONVILLE’S OPEN ARMS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Leofric W. Thomas, Sr., a native of Jacksonville, earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Music Education from Florida Memorial University of Miami, Florida and a Master of Divinity degree from Virginia Union University School of Theology, Richmond, Virginia; and


WHEREAS, Pastor Thomas served as Assistant Minister of Music to Bishop Bruce Allen while at the Abyssinia Baptist Church of Jacksonville, and also served as Minister of Music at the Trinity Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. Pastor Thomas has led three congregations as under-shepherd: Metropolitan Baptist Church of Petersburg, Virginia (1991-1995), Emanuel Missionary Baptist Church of Jacksonville (1995-1999), and now Open Arms Christian Fellowship of Jacksonville where he is presently pastor and founder; and

WHEREAS, in April of 1999, 33 persons under the leadership of Pastor Thomas founded Open Arms Christian Fellowship which in the ensuing 20 years has grown to over 2,000 members and has become a powerful force for good in the community through committed service to area schools, organizations, and leading the way for economic development in the city of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Thomas and his congregation purchased property and erected their 1,000 seat worship facility which they occupied in December 2009, and in July of 2015 he was elevated to the positon of Bishop in the Global United Fellowship, where he serves as Provincial Bishop for the Southeastern Province, leading the states of Florida and Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Thomas is also a gifted songwriter, artist, and singer. His solo project “With You Always”, which was an instant hit, allows him to express the gifts and talents with which he has been blessed, and he has performed on several acclaimed national recording projects; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Bishop Leofric W. Thomas, Sr. on his 20 years of outstanding service as Founder and Pastor of Open Arms Christian Fellowship of Jacksonville, and wishes him and his congregation many more years of faithful service to the church and the surrounding community.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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